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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Gerry Gressel on 1-16-06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1. A method of treating tissue within a patient, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

providing at least one flexible instrument having a distal end; the instrument 
adapted to grasp or cut tissue; 

providing at least one channel for accessing a treatment site; 
providing a pivotably supported instrument guide; 

extending at least a portion of the instrument from a distal end of the channel to 
access the treatment site, such that the distal end of the flexible instrument extends 
distally beyond the distal end of the channel; 

constraining motion of the distal end of the instrument along a predetermined 
path at the treatment site with the pivotably supported instrument guide while 
simultaneously restricting twisting of the flexible instrument about its longitudinal axis 
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with the pivotably supported instrument guide and permitting bending of the flexible 
instrument about an axis perpendicular to the longitudinal axis; and 
grasping or cutting tissue with the instrument. 

Claim 14. A method of treating tissue within a patient, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a first flexible instrument having a distal end, wherein the first 
instrument is adapted to cut or grasp tissue; 

providing a second flexible instrument having a distal end; 
providing a first channel for accessing a treatment site; 
providing a second channel for accessing a treatment site; 
providing a pivotably supported instrument guide; 

advancing the first instrument from a distal end of the first channel to a treatment 
site within the patient while simultaneously restricting twisting of the flexible instrument 
about its longitudinal axis with the pivotably supported instrument guide and permitting 
bending of the flexible instrument about an axis perpendicular to the longitudinal axis; 
advancing the second instrument from a distal end of the second channel to the 
treatment site; and 

cooperating motion of the distal ends of the first and second instruments such 
that the distal ends follow a predetermined path. 
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Claim 20. A method of treating tissue within a patient, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing an endoscope having at least one instrument channel; 
providing a pivotably supported instrument guide; 
disposing the endoscope in a body lumen; 

advancing a flexible instrument adapted for grasping or cutting tissue from the 
distal end of the instrument channel to access a treatment site in the body lumen; 
constraining motion of the distal end of the flexible instrument along a desired path 
distally of the distal end of the instrument channel with the pivotably supported 
instrument guide as the instrument is advanced from the distal end of the instrument 
channel while simultaneously restricting twisting of the flexible instrument about its 
longitudinal axis with the pivotably supported instrument guide and permitting bending 
of the flexible instrument about an axis perpendicular to the longitudinal axis; and 

cutting or grasping tissue with the flexible instrument. 

Claim 29. A method of treating tissue within a patient, said method comprising: 
disposing a relatively rigid pivotably supported member for guiding motion of a 

medical instrument at the distal end of an endoscope; 

inserting a relatively flexible instrument having a distal end through an instrument 

channel of said endoscope; 
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connecting the relatively flexible instrument to the relatively rigid pivotably 
supported member; 

inserting the relatively rigid pivotably supported member and the relatively flexible 
instrument into the patient; and 

constraining motion of the distal end of the relatively flexible instrument with the 
relatively rigid pivotably supported member without substantial bending of the relatively 
rigid member; wherein motion of the distal end of the relatively flexible instrument is 
constrained along a desired path as the relatively flexible instrument is advanced from 
the distal end of the instrument channel. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
neglects to disclose a pivotably supported instrument guide/member as disclosed in 
each of the application's independent claims (which were amended to include the 
dispositive language.) This pivotably supported instrument guide can be that seen in the 
Applicant's figures for example in its "down" configuration figure 2 element 74 and in its 
"up" configuration in figure 3 element 74. Further, the claims also include patentable 
language toward simultaneous restriction of twisting of the flexible instrument and 
allowance of bending of the flexible instrument. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J. Vrettakos whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4775. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C. Dvorak can be reached on 571-272-4764. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




